
 

Unit Topic 

 

World War II 

 

Japanese Internment 

 

 

  

Lesson Plan 

Aim 

To evaluate the conditions of Japanese Internment by analyzing a primary source. 

 

Rationale 

There are many misconceptions about Japanese Internment during WWII. In order to evade such 

misconceptions, students will read an interview between members of the Veteran’s History Project 

at the LOC and someone who experienced the internment, Warren Michio Tsuneishi. While his 

insight gives students a glimpse into the hardships of internment, he also provides vivid details of 

their time spent there showing not only what they left behind, but what they had and what they 

could do. This interview, being a primary source of a witness’ account, eliminates the false 

interpretations of Internment by those who compare it to the concentration camps used by Nazi 

Germany during Holocaust. 

 

Student Learning Objectives 

Students will be able to assess the conditions of Japanese Internment by analyzing an interview 

with an individual who experienced internment.  

 

Students will be able to evaluate questioning techniques of an interview by determining if 

questions are exceptional, or should be changed or omitted.  

 

Students will be able to formulate questions for further inquiry into the conditions of Japanese 

Internment by identifying missing information in the interview.  

 

Civics Connection 

• Why is this topic one of particular importance for participation in a democratic society?  

*See the Civics Connection Through Questioning guide in Civics for more ideas.  

 

Vocabulary 

Internment 

 

 



 

Materials and Resources 

1. Text: Executive Order 9066  

https://www.ourdocuments.gov 

2. Text: Interview from the Veteran’s History Project [Modified]  

https://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp-stories/loc.natlib.afc2001001.02153/transcript?ID=mv0001 

3. Handout: Evaluate the Interview 

4. Handout: Discussion Questions 

 

Procedure 

Do Now: 

1. What do you already know about Japanese Internment? Where did you learn this information? 

If this is a new topic for you, what do you think it was? 

 

2. What background information is necessary for learning about Japanese Internment? Why is 

this important to know? 

 

Lesson: 

Students will read and interpret Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Executive Order No. 9066 to define 

Japanese Internment. They will respond to the question: Read President Roosevelt’s Executive 

Order No. 9066. Highlight the most significant points and note why they are important. Explain the 

purpose and conditions of Roosevelt’s decision. (Suggested Discussion Question: What makes 

learning about difficult times like this in our history challenging?) 

 

Collaborative/Independent Work: 

Students will read and annotate the interview from the Veteran’s History Project. With their 

group students will complete the following activity using the worksheets provided. 

 

The first worksheet [provided], “Evaluate the Interviewers” requires students to determine the 

value of each question referenced in the shortened version of the interview. Students will label 

each question as one that they would either keep, change, or eliminate, and then explain why they 

made their selection. Teachers may want to have students arrive at a consensus for each decision to 

facilitate group discussion. Then, students are asked to create at least one question they would ask 

Dr. Tsuneishi on their own and explain why they think this information would be valuable.  

 

The second worksheet [provided] asks students to determine the value of the interview overall. 

The questions asked include:  

1. Beyond telling his story and revealing life during Internment, why do you think Dr. 

Tsuneishi wanted to do this interview? 

2. Who is the intended audience of this interview and why? 

3. What ideas/feelings was the author trying to express? 

4. What value does this source have that might not be available elsewhere? 

What are the limitations of this source? 

 
Share: 
Students will share the premise of their discussions with the whole class. This will help students learn 
about different perspectives and may lead to a class discussion.  
 

https://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp-stories/loc.natlib.afc2001001.02153/transcript?ID=mv0001


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Close: 
Why was Roosevelt’s decision for Internment difficult? Propose an alternative that you would have 
suggested to him in his effort to secure America after the attack on Pearl Harbor.  

 

Modifications 

The teacher may provide a list of vocabulary words for students to interpret the document. The 

teacher may also provide a bank of answers for the evaluation questions to give students an idea 

of how they may want to answer. 

 

Extension 

Students should create their own interview questions and research to find answers. Students may 

include commentary on each other’s interviews to identify strengths and weaknesses in 

questioning. 
 

Notes 
*Use discretion for activities according to what is appropriate for your class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Evaluate the Interviewers  

Directions: Read the interview from the Veteran’s History Project courtesy of the Library of 

Congress with Dr. Warren Michio Tsuneishi. Complete the chart below to evaluate the questions 

and come to a consensus with your group for each.  

Question Keep It/Change It/ 

Eliminate It 

Explain your selection 

 

Were families allowed to 

live in family groups in 

these barracks? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And what were some of 

the rules that they had to 

follow living in the 

relocation camp or 

internment camp? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And while living in the 

camp, were people able 

to communicate freely 

with others on the outside 

through letters or 

telephone? 

  

 

 

Was there a curfew? 

  

 

 

 

 

How did they spend their 

time? They were away 

from their normal work. 

How did they spend their 

days? 

 

  

When they got to the 

Heart Mountain Center, 

what was life like there? 

What were the physical 

conditions like, for 

instance? 

 

  

Write at least one question you would ask Dr. Tsuneishi that the interviewers did 

not ask: 

Why would you want to know this information? 



 

Directions: Discuss the value of Dr. Warren Michio Tsuneishi’s interview by 

responding to the following questions. 

1. Beyond telling his story and revealing life during Internment, why do you 

think Dr. Tsuneishi wanted to do this interview? 

 

 

 

 

2. Who is the intended audience of this interview and why? 

 

 

 

 

3. What ideas/feelings was the author trying to express? 

 

 

 

 

4. What value does this source have that might not be available elsewhere? 

 

 

 

 

5. What are the limitations of this source?  

 


